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Right” Reverend F aitier | in God; 


WILLIAM 
Lord Biſhop of Peterborow. 


Ma it pleaſe your Lordſhip, '4 
"NObediee 70. your wer gw commands, 1 firſt 
 Preacht, and:now-Publiſh this enſuing Diſcourſe. 
Whether I have offer d any thing herein that may 
probably win anyto a love of and veneration ihe 
this: great Office , 1 ſhall not. preſume 'ta ju 
none: "bebe mote -.conſcious-of- its defetts than my 
But fince it hath paſt your” Lordſhips approbation , _ | 
was favourabl y receiv'd by the Reverend. my Brethren 
of the Clergy, 1 do the leſs walue the cenſures of others. 
Tam hy norant that this Age, in the Vniverſities 
and Cities eſpecially, abounds with great Scholars 'and 
eminent Preachers . the glory of . our Charch, as welt a - 
the exvy. of our gp 70 tug ; and 7 hope thoſe. great 
men will not diſdain to have a Mite throwwinnow and 
then (thoagh- by the. meaneſt Rural Divide)" t0' pd ] 
ſome little addition totheir Trea 


When ' Your. Lordſhip fir limit cr oak this ſake?) A EE 


thought it a barren ſoyl, becauſe not commo manage," 
but after a few thoughts ſpent pon: and turningup 
ſome of the ſurface, .Trmedn it would prove (to 
ſpear like a Cotter Parſon fon nature with new * 
roken u p ine ich Ha Y yi ds a double Crop. : 
" 
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found the matter ſo copious, and the Office, which b St Paul 
reckons amongſt his fix Fundamentals, ſo eafily defenda- 
_ that it has _ Zhi Dlſcoarſe into a more than uſual 
ength ; for which 1 hope the gre qt ulefne the Sub- 
jet Wt not Wet wh, Pa hag it, = coef Fg 
nat make ſufigjent aitnds. 

That your Lordſhip hath Wehly 4 ad uaged the bodtur 
and "8 of this Cburth-mn generil, and particularly 
retriev'd the almoſ-loſh Re = this Sacred Office, 
Hopping for ederthewmokths Mtverfaries (who are 
apt to bellow againſt GO ER Biſhops and the "4a 
£ thoſe Offices that bring no:ſecular! advantage) b by your 

ent Preachings,. #ablick Bubort attons; and touſlas: 

hate of 1 thy boly' Offeey"Fbue by yorr 'candiur 

wr, nary "yourCle lergy to a'regalar 

E _—_— 8 anda love to eariron's injuntlions as 

well.as pode; ; That by forve ent, ranag 'dwith 

a winning mildneſsand. iarkfe aifpofition,. you have 

worn off the. __ ruggedveſs"of -many-of\ the- Di Os. 

ters:, and prevail 'd' upon-them- to promiſe a ſubmiſſion: 
Theſe things are not unkniwn to us who have the happi- 

 ne(s..to.lve within. your Turiſdiftion , © mor will 7t-be 


deem'd.a piece of Sean by any who have the teaff | 


knoiled A of go" Lordſhips' Perſon or Aﬀions: \ © 


demonſtrations of pa Lords 


you com" 


fhige aha =" 'theſe are wot the leaſt, 7 
mand.me.to Print thirenſuing Difeourſe, thereby: Phew: 


your readineſs to encourags ths induſtty of the meaneft? 


Fbat'you pleaſe to undertake. the proven of 1+ Yr 


the ai cenſorious.; | And 'thatiyar ve m me teave'm 


ſo: won aMannerto: fubfervbemy ful” 
Q* wo 4 CERT 
le Fat bind al trmblhs, 
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' the begivning of the-8®, the tix ſurviving Deacons, with.ma-! 


[+] 


The TEXT. 
Adts: 8. Chap. I7.Y.., Then laid they their hauds on 
chem, and they. received the holy Gl ol. - 


" Ain Lacke having in bis Goſpel given an account of 
the Actions and: Sayings of our bleſſed Saviour, from ir 
-the rime- of his Birth, till-bis-Aſcenſion into Heaven, Vt: 
(which glorions Aſeenſuun of his, we:do this'day com- 
mengpeare ;: and- whoſe: gifts ſoon after beſtow'd- are on this 
deyito/bediftributed) ;does in:this Sacred. Hiory,, inform us 
of: foie of the molt remarkable paſſages in the Lives of the 
| Apofiles. - Whereof ſome ate common unto all, others 
peculiar to a few.:; thoſe. that axe peculiar, he reſtrains cfpe- 
cinlly tex $t-Peter and Se.!Pawd.,. the.one-of the:Circumcili- 
on; the other;the Apdiile- of - the Uncircumcilion 3 and by.. 
reſtramiing) his Hiſtory-to-theſe two, he does tacitly, infinyate, . 
that the reſt of the Apoſtles were; no. leſs induſtrious. in.their . 
ſeveral Provinces:to propagate the Goſpel of Chrit, -Amongft 
thoſe :a@ibrs., that axe comman,unta;them all, None, MOre;; 
proprily telates to the! acvalion of this.preſept Solemnity,chart 
"feiddemackeble Othee- oft Confirmation, 'here-yecorded in-the: 
Text; which the ApoRiles, by .Peter aud St. Fobn, their law-- . 
ful; tes , did-adminiſter to a numerous company of the; _— 


ca 


-For StiiStephin. being Crowned, with Maxtyzdow,. Chap, 7s. | 
aria violent perfecution; being rais 'd againſt the Church, :in- 


ny other Chriſtian Profeſſors, were ſcattered abroad. thr Moog . 
out the' Regions of Fwudez and Samaria , prexeiing ths 
ſpetof Chritt, - But the Apoſiles having not as yet, compos'd: - 
;common Symbol of Faith, or. having.not. by; lot;or fub-// 
alfign'd: to themſelves their ſeveral Provinces, continued; 
Rillar- Ferajalewt,: , where they ſoon; received the ut uous | 


of that wonderful ſucceſs the Goſpel of Chriſt had. obtained 


by-the preaching of ION ip the Deacon, who by Apoſio- 
lical aſfignment.as ſome, or by Divine impulſe, as others, go- 


honour of Anguſtus , and the Metropolitan City of Samaria, 

verſe the fifth , reſcu'd. that whole -Gity' from the inchant- 

ments of. Simon the Sorcerer , and converted them to-Chri- 

ftianiry : ' for though ql! from the leaſt to the greateſt: bad 

given heed unto Simon , ſaying \, This ian” #. the great power 

of God, v. 10, yet when they believed Philip preaching the things 

_ concerning the Kingdom of God, and the Name 'of | Feſid a6, 

they were Baptized both men and women, v. 12. and thoſe were 

the people with one accord, v. 6, Thenews whereof coming 

to the Colledge of the Apoſtles ,-\then reſiding at Feruſalen, 

they unanimoully*ſent Peter and” Fobn- to compleat -and per- 

tet by their Apoſtolical Authority what ' was ſo-happily -be- 

£4 gun by Philip the Deacon, v. 14- who being come to.Sama- 
ria , and praying for them that they might recerve the holy Ghoſt, 
(and that ih a more eminent and abundant meaſure than they- 

tad at'their Baptiſm) 'v. 15, thei: holy and fervent prayers 

met with a ſvirable'return-, this Sacted Hiſtorian affuring us 

iv the'words'of the Text:, That having then laid their bands 

0 \them; they received the holy Ghoſt. | 

- And' what was'then done by the Apoſtles in their own per- 
{61is;' we ate now met together by 'the-good providence: of”; 

God,'to-ſee in ſome micaltire perforny'd'by. one - of 'the Apo- 

{les 'Suceeſſors, who though he pretends'not by vertue:of his 

Succeſſion to the fame power the Apoſtles were endowed with, 

viz. Of conveying the gift 'of working Miracles, and ſpeak- 

ivg with unknown Tongues, thoſe gitts, together with their 

neccliry iy the infancy of the Church, having long ſince cea- 
{cd-;..yet may juttly challenge from choſe his Predeceffors, :all . 
that power that is now necefiary'and effential to the edifying 

and povernirg of a well-conftitated Church, part :of which 

does confiſt in this holy'Rite'of Confirmation, which he isnow, 

above to admibiffertto-alt that are:ducly-qualificd 3 and-I hope: 
"4 All areſo<( throtighithe care and/induſiry of theit ſeveral-Pa» '* 
_- {t615)"that are here met this/day with/an intenrion- to receive : ! 
F _ «his holy Myſtery. And'the”greater grounds'we _ to 
RI Opec 


- 


a. 


ing to Sebaſte, a Town founded by Herod the great to the - 


y_ 7 th 
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hope it;/ when we conſider how many thouſands'in this! 


County; beyond the uſual number, were prevaifd-upon and 
prepar'd for: receiving the holy: Euchariſtat Eafterrlafbz>in 
which, blefled-be God; we had almoſt as'wondeifut a:fatceſb.as 
SePhilip bad in that City of Samariz, whole: ſhoakrand-mul- 
titudes of people, (the:mioſt inveterate of Rebels aridDiſfers- 
ters not excepted.) —— thoſe Sorceries-and 'Enchant- 
ments; wherewith. they had: lately been deluded; 'and comii 

with:at-leaſt:an outward Reverence and Devotion to-:that ho- 
ly: Sacrameht, iſ to cnn, a 2O-  JOS9N TWO 
'.,"Tistrve, we the Officers of our-Lotrd, .in purſuance of our 
original Commiſſion, and: the late Orders to us.directed, were 
fore'd to go into the high-ways and bedges, to compel forme 
iraglers to-come in,- that theſe his Conſecrated Houſes:might 
be filed 3 but when we came-unto them ,. we:found iti was 
their diſuſe arid :ignorance: of the::thing that-created @prejus 
dice-3; for. when they ſubritted/to the' Summons; and: obfer- 
ved the decorun and gravity us'& in the-celebrating;of choſe 
baly myſteries, their tear of 'the Laws was preſendy chang'd 
into a love for their duty ; and their ſeeming alacrity anduxc+ 
yerence,. makes.us:almoſt-:te think.tbat-Prodbors\ arid: Appa- 
riters will be altogether as uſeleſs now, as they. were inthe 
Church at Feruſalem, where the Diſciples! contiuxed ; with /one 
bicord imnitbe-Femples | Guardjaris-:of Churches; ' withburrtbe 
guilt of Perjury, may ſhortly make their preſcntments:Onnis 
bene Canons ard Confiititions may hereafter bemade with- 

out the neceſſity of aftixing Anathema's and we {hall again - 
recover the. golder) age; |where:be3hat runs willread his duty, 
and every one will be Religious withoutghe'foree of Coctcive 


A 963 $07 B2WSET  HETITOg TR FRO Katy 1 1 

Theſe good Succeſſes and happy Omens we muſticknowe 
kdge fue (poder: Gd > £b:the:earerandovigatancedf our right 
Reverend Dioceſav,oby which ib:-ſorme-competent mraſtire;as 
far as his Sphere teaches; hechatbsſecuridcunto us:the daappi> 
neſs of this:;preſent Age: i But his carc:formsi.is mat! hei@ tex+ 
minate rn ES 01a Piec nm rey 
to Politrity id d hieducceedingAgesanight ih 118.48 
the happy ivfluchees of: his wile! goverament;ibe'did bythe 
like Qrders lately:enjoynchis Clergy 'targrepare:the'y 


[i ; L id 


ort 


i oof rr perm racy wethrew ut pure. Dela 
whata %i& amvltitade is here .encoumpatitty 
5c and . 'though the idraughtbe folarge 5 ve. meed no 


own. weight, nor will the waves of this world»prevail- a 
cs it ::iF to-a:livbly ith in Chriſt Ive adde @ retiprocal 
ſelves, ahetaaichoally relotve hq x6 on 


ar is thus @ happily begun 
And that 1: ning mold may 'nake-one ſte py 
wardsithe:cagrying, on work, :and che me: 


che Auditory may-underifiand/the-natare »of: NN Oklcs 
chat'4s mow:2bout to! beicelebrared.let ime humbly orave:your 
attention whilft] infift on thisremarkable inſtance, which the 
Apoſiles hive here given us, a/ſummary pr apa panes Fond 
haveain thewordsof i ther Text 1! 

eld -nbeypobir bands an them, nndabey revied the bo 
Glnſti SY. Y- rs 

«Which! '\words: aſladint Gelb rw: Generuls, EI 2 
1; 'Thecelebration' of a boly-Ritcoe Ceremony : Then vaid 


Ee ee ardent 
oh ve it: 
| end tHhedoty Gb: © {vis kW ex -* theyre 


—_—— 1hll briefly diſoue of 
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in general, 'thewing you the lawful- 


Tqqsr Db © lx Lo 7T 


aim 1 umpire Ove © ane 


wh 
Su, 


j-both-frmial} and * 
wear our welfelt 7 it weil eirher:finkoroith!! its 
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next.to the 'highelt Order i in the Qhurch % 


- means and the inward  cffccts,ought not to prejudice any con- 


- Cellevicy ayd uſefulvels of t ob holy Office,” if nor the pocety 


he ro in this.and thany other inſt Mu ow i iriot math © 
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io] 
withſome ble Reaſons of, ch Rriction. 3, and fr 
TOR we. | at ſee. the: honour, nd Hang tion, we. oonht &o 
have for it 3 not ſo much i in it (elf confide wp. , but as it isan- 

the Apples and 
the. AK ding 


Hall Ri doom, the qualifications of thoſe Ryde op 
(ix 


Show is to be adminifized: \" and from thence t 
of it will appear being not promiſcuouſly. to be $6.30 
to/all chat (hall rudely and unpreparedly offer themſelves, but 
ſet apart for, and appropriated to ſober and competently ig-. 
telligent. Chriſtians. . 

In treatingof the ſecond General, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, by 
'.1. What wete the great and (tupendious. effects of it upon. 
its firſt inſtitution and praRtice. 

2. That the conſequents of it now upon its preſentadmi- 
nitration by Epiſcopal”; are altogether as valuable as thoſe 
were that enſu'd upon the impoſition of Apoſtolical hands, 

3. That the ſeeming, diſproportion betwixt the outward 


ſiderative perſon againſt the power and cicacy thereof, 
4+ We lhallfrom the: þ penn Poſitions cabily infer theex- 


of 'its' continuance , in the hriftfay Church {Add fob; ; | ; 
conclude our diſcourſe with humble an Bento CERN 
all Perites concetn'd. 
| eh i wich the firſt General , ind under'c char with the 1 Gen, 
firſt thar offers ic elf to our conlide i 
T.'Ar kgs ries gut Teriony neral. 
impoſition of hands is meet Cere 
Ak goodneſs to recommend i nou : 
ledged by all 3 and yet this Ceremony (w 
5 or way, peicher'ss mig tg lt 
4 £ t 4 þ* Y 
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ences. of © tender Chriltians wight probably be" offended 7 


what Þ had they no regard to the ſcruples that might poly 
ife in the .new' converted Samaritats ; or could they noe 


ages would take at ſuch Jegal wor Vp, ſuch, macters of findif- 
rency iri Gods. ſervice ? Neither of theſe can be Impucable 
to our Saviour , and Fo doubt the Apoſtles had a jult regard 
to the one, and by inſpiration or rational conjeQure did tore-: 


terent things by them prafiſcd, but the indiſcretion.of ſome 
and the malice of others would create tholt prejudices 3 they 
might pity lych perſons as weak and wicked; bur this was not 
reafon ſufficient to deny the Service or- Diſcipline - of the 
Church its innocent and fignificaht Ceremonies, becauſe 
there are fouls .or mad men that will either laugh dr tayt ac 
Tat Ga id aftually xeftrain.the natural liberty of man 
before the Law was dehivered ; ray before Circumciſion was 


Gen. 9. 4- 


ſped of the eng he. retraining our liberty. in. 
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reſce what off-nces tnore Ku ue Chriftians in after- 


ſee the other > but they well' underſtood that net ſuch indif-.. 


liberty from 
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67] 
thele'tx ty he did fignific his diſlike of that hurthenſome: va, 
ry wo the Law and the traditions of the Elders.xequir'd; 
but by appointing cheſe two, he did allo ſhew that it is nor 
polo nnder the Goſpel toappoint Rites and Ceremonies, 
be- for: order and edification, And this our Saviour 
* many ather inſtances did intimate unto us. By a word 
from his. mouth he might have tufus'd his holy Spirit into the 
hearts of: his Apoliles ,. but his infinite wiſdom rather made 
= chaice to-joyn with it that ſignificant ceremony of breathing $:, John 
; on. them , thereby ſignifying, that he did at that inſtant im- 46.22. 
: mediately from himſclf convey the holy Ghoſt upto them. 
And to come cloſer to our preſent purpoſe z Had our Savious 
been nice and ſcrupulcus in.ſuch matters of indifferency,, the 
pronouncing his benedittionon the children that were broughe 
unto him had bzen ſufficient 3 he had never taken them wp into St.Mark 
his arms and laid bis hands upon them , uſing Ceremonis bur- 10.16, 
thenſome to, himſelf, as well as offenſive to others. 
lnted nog 'inſtance in. that famous Council celebrated. at Adts rs. - 
| Feruſalem de; the Apalites 3, nor .need | recount the Apoliles 2*: 
Canons colle&ed by Clemens Romans ,, even thoſe that arc 
accounted genuine wherein theis Cheifiian 25 well as natu- 
ral liberty was reſtrain'd, and Ls oe beer they conipbgd not 


Tho: uh, Rep I TO IIS. 0 


the cavils and hermjane but che peace 
and-ſafety of Lacy: SMT It le ce ho Scrip Wes 
do.abundanly teſtitic re to ice k' the 


Apoſtles ,- when they. thought, it a good pn cl, wm for Peace 
or. Decency : Thus we tind Par) red an order,not one- = 
ly in the Churches of. Galatia , but in Corinth too , that #n | cox, 16. 
1 thefirſtday of the meek coleelone ſhould be made for the neceſſitoig 1. - -* 1 
1 Soitts-at;feruſakewm. Now the. Corinthians were genenlly --- 1 * 
zich,. and (not unlikely.) ſawcy and conceited, as appearsfrom | 
the Epiſtles of St. Paul , and thoſe two genuine ones of the © * 
aforclaid Clemens 3, ard, ſuppoſe any of them-had"objedked on 
gaioſtchis qrder, that Chili had Reed them from the Law of 

ordinances, that Months, and Years, and Days; 'weie nat 
1 mow:to be obſcrvd... that: this aw. rho prope of ,o& gt 
| might: as well be performed 
fri, and therefore ra rc ao" ns BED to beie 
vaded.z what think ye would ha dla 
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[8] 
would he have receded from bis Apoſtolical power ;*and gra- 
rified thc imalepert humours of a few of thoſe rich; but fcrw 
pulons Corinthians 7 unfdoubtedly he would not 3” for an Ors 


| der being once made upon; mature deliberation by Tawful au- 


\- 


1 Tim.1. 
20. 
2 Tin.4. 


I5. 


1 Cor.11.4 


1 Cor.11.3 


Ads 16. 
2%. 


 $. Luke 


22. 41. 
As 21.8. 


Eph. 3.14. 


x1 Tim-2.8, 


thority, if reſcinded upon no other conſideration; but becauſe 
eyery mans judgment cannot approve of , 'or every ones hu- 
mour will not comply with it , opensa dcor' for all FaQtion 
and'Schiſm, and quite unhinges the whole frame'of Govern- 
ment'z St. Paul ſarely Heal ve viſited fuch perſons with 


* the r9d, and not jn the ſpirit of meekneſs 3 and have delivered 


them up unto Satan ,” as he did Hymenews and Alexander , for 
withitanding his word. | whe A 

Thar common ſaying 'in the mouth, of every hte Diffen- 
ter,-viz. That God requireth the Heart of man, and'not his 
Hat, St.Pawl clearly proves to be a vulgar erronr; for he telfs 
us, That every man praying or prophecying (which belongs to 
the people as well as the Pricft)- having bir head covered, diſho- 
noureth bis bead; i. e., by ſuch an' irreverent poſture, (during 
the Office either of Prayipg ot *Preaching) Uithonourech 
Chriſt ; for Chrift-is the Head of man. © 1 


bs 


When the'Apofiles had Manacles on their hands,and Fetters 
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ces, but multitude of inhabitants auguſt and venerable,ſhould 
be deſtined and ſet apart by the Apoſtles to the holy Miniſtry ? 
What kind of Church were they likely to found at Samaria, 
where like a Dover-conrt all ſhould be ſpeakers and no hea- 
rers, efpecially where ſo many women were permitted to tat- 
tle?. what: a uniform body was this likely to be, which ſhould 
be made up of Eyes, and Tongues, and Hands, and'no other 
Members'to ſecure it from being monſtrous? whereas'St. Paul 
tells us, The body is not one member, but many , and the mani- 
» Ffeſtation of the Spirit is given to every man t0 profit withals The 
holy oyptment that was pourcd on Aarons bead, ran down his 
beard, even to the rhirts of bis cloathing, and theſe great efu- 
fions of the Spirit-were extended, though not in the lame, yet 
in 2 ſufficient meaſure, 'to-the meaneſt 'of Chriſts members. 
In As 2.41. we xead of three thouſand ſouls converted in 
one day ; and in Chap. 4. 31; we find that the place was ſha- 
ken where they were aſfenbag together, and they were all filled 
' with the boly Ghoſt. Here was an extraordinary confirmation, 
and yet no extraordinaty = (as we read of , beſtowed : all 
that is recorded of the effects of this holy Spirits deſcent is 
this, that they ſpake the word of God with boldneſs ; that they 
were endowed with a true Chriſtian courage and magnani. 
mity to profeſs the Goſpel , nowithſtanding the greatert dif 
couragements they met with. *Tis not unlikely but that in 
an{wer to their Prayers, v. 30. God ſtretched forth his hand 
to heal, and ſigns and wonders were done by the Name of his bo- 
ly child Feſas : but that any ſuch new gifts were then beſtow- 
ed, we have no ground ftom Scripture to'affirm 3 and'that fo 
many-thouſands ſhould be- miraculouſly impowr'd to preach 
the Goſpel in our modern ſenſe , we'have no reaſon to be- 
heve. ; | 
Beſides thoſe extraordinary Gifts beſtowed-upon particu- 
lat perſons for ſpecial ends and purpoſes, there were” the or- 
dinazy and internal Gifts of the Holy Spirit, the Gratie grator 
fuciemer, that*were common unto them” all, - and did-render 
ther acceptable unto God. Such Were the inlightning of 
their 
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eheir minds, the iinflaming of their affeRions, -the-endowing 
them 'with meckneſs and patience, with courage and: com- 
fort; the inward afſifiances of this Spirit,” by which their 
Faich was ſtrengthned, their Hope confirm'd, their Charity 
enlarg'd, and all their good deſires became vertuous habits, 
and all their holy reſolutions arm'd with ſtrength for their 
The former ſort of Gifts were of a temporary nature, to 
continue no longer than the infancy of the Church then re- 


quir'd : they were figna tempor. opportrna, adapted to its pre- 


- lent necetities 3 but the ſecond fort of Gifts are proper to all 
| Ages, and therefore to continue till the diffolution of the 


World:; according to that of St. Chryſ; in his 13th Hom. on 
St. Mt. thus englithed by a Reverend and Learned Prelate of 


our Church : In the beginning of ſpiritual and marvellous Diſ-' Biſh. Spar- 
penſations, outward fignes appeared to confirm the new-preached 19's Ra- 

Faith ; but now that the Faith is ſufficiently confirm'd, although 299-P-311 
"ſuch Miracles be not wrought, yet we receive thoſe inward Graces © 


und Vertuer which were. ſignified and demonſtrated by thoſe. 
fignes. © hee YL 

* Neve thoſe Signes were the Gifts by which Simon Magus 
was at firlt detected at Samaria, and at laſt baffled at Rome 3 
by theſe the Wiſe men and the Scribes were filenc'd , the' 4- 
thenian Philoſophers confounded, and the boneſt-bearted both 
Fews and Heathens converted. This was the demonſtration of 
Spirit and of Power, which the Apoſiles and their- immediate. 
Succefſours did exerciſe ; and yet Yhey did not make the comers 
thereunto perfed. _ They were Gifts highly admirable and fiu- 
pendious in themſelves, and as deſirable for their effects; and 
yet, as deſirable as they were, I can ſhew you, out of St. Paxl, 
a more excellent way, and that is the ſecond thing -propos'd, 


ViZe | EC 
IH: That the conſequents of it now upon its pyelenc ad- 
miniftration by Epiſcopal, are altogether as valuable as thoſe 
were that heretofore proceeded from, Apoſtolical hands. The 
ſpeaking firange Languages was a gift highly advantageous 
to the Church in general, but did not fandifie the heart, or 
create any-inward Grace in-him that had it : -Thowgh I ſeak 


with the tongues of men and angels, and have not charity, T am 
become 


Ads 2.39. 


Gal. 5.22, 


[47] 
brcome #s ſounding Baſt, of as 2 tinkleng Cymbal. The working 
of Mats was {fat to produte Reverence in the Behol- 
ns, and. to command their aſſent to what ſhould be deli- 
vered ; bar Yhowgh T have all'faith, ſo that T could remove maun+ 
tathr, and have no ebarity, ſays St. Part, I am nothing. Chatity 
is the Bond of Perfeetneſs, the height and emineney of all Chri- | 
ſtian Vertues z *tis that which actuates and invigorates all o- 
ther Graces, Without which Faith would'be dead, and Hope 
would be preſumptuous. - This intirely ubites us tinto God, 
and makes us love our Neighbour as our ſelves. This fixes 
our reſolutions, and arms us againſt all manner of Tempta- 
tions. This keeps us low and Infantlike under the moſt pro- 
{perous ſuccefſes,and buoys up our ſouls from under the bardeft 
preſſures. This makes us humble and condeſcending to our 
Inferiours, courteous and affable to-onr Equals; lowly and ſub- 


-miſſive ( notwithſianding the' greateſt diſappointments we 


meet with ) to our Superiours. Finally to conclude, this is 
the Holy Ghoſt in the Text, I mean the complementand per- 


tection of all his Graces that the perſohs now to be confirm- 


cd are to be filled with. | 

The promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, as St. Peter told the Jews, 
was unto them and to their children, and t0 all that are-afar off, 
afar off not onely in diſtance of place, but'in diſtance of time 
and relation ; . and this promiſe, though not of miraculous 
Gifts, yet of what infinitely outweighs them, the internal 
{anRifying Graces of his Spirit, the whereof are Love, 
Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering , Gemtleneſs , Goodneſs , Faith, 
Meekneſs, Temperance: that very Promiſe wilt on this day 
be perform'd , and* theſe Graces will now be communica- 


red, if they themſelves do not put a bar,and hinder the effica- 


cy of this'holy Office. And that you may be confirmed in the 


belief of this great truth, ler me requeſt you-to conſider well 


the third thing propog'd, viz. . 
II. That the ſeeming diſproportion betwixt the outward 
means and the inward effefs, ought not eo prejudice any 


£ 


conſiderative perſon againſt the power and efficacy of this 


Office, 4 

- Will ſome fay, How is it poſſible that upon ſo-ſlight an 

«Rion as laying on -of hands, and the Biſhops Prayers, ” 
muc 


| [26] 
much ſtrength againſt all Temptations, ſo much. ability to- 
rm9-all acceptable. Duties; ſhould be. conveyed unto us ?: - 
is true, the -meanneſs and' Gmplicity of 'the Ceremony is 
apt to ſcandalize him who underſtands. not. the invincible. 
wer of God, which oftentimes effects great and ſiupendious - 
po orks by light and improbable means here'is nothing ( as 
in the Church of Rome _) of-pomp and folemnity to attrat * 
your eyes and raiſe your admiration, nothing but what the - 
holy =_ did praGiſe, and that-in a very plain yet come- - 
ly dre 

My Father, ſaid the Servant of Naaman,, * the Prophet 
had bid thee 'do ſome great thing, wouldft thou not bave done 
it ? how -much rather when he faith unto thee , Waſh' and. 
be clean ? 

Diſpute-not then the poſkbility or manner of its copvey- 
ance, but fince thog halt as'much need. of the Holy Spirit in 
thy capacity -as the; primitive Chriſtians had. in; theiss, fully 
gerſwade thy (elf that he will not be wanting to-thy devout 
deſixes, but as. xcadily afliſ thee as he did them 3 and will no. 
more ſeom to be invited down' now; than heretofore he-hath 

been by Prayer and Impoſition of Hands z:. For. if this: Qbje- 
| _— be of any force, we may upon equal grounds. be ſcanda- 

iz'd at the-two great-Sacraments the vilible:{ignes. whereof + 
= altogether as mean, and in themlclves- impzobablc. | / Ni- 
hil adeo eft, ſays Tertmdllion,: quod tam: obduret mentes hominum, D* Beyriſ. '; 
quam. famplicitas divingrnm operium. que in alu wipers &r-r mar 
gnificentia que in efei® repromitsitare |. 1 

- Others nay again objec, that if Miracles did: now a5 here- 
tofore attend Fil Office, they ſhould then; have. reaſan to. be- 
lieve that great and valuable arc the. inward effats of-jt 3;þut - 
fince thoſe art ccas'd, | 4hey lee WR why this Olice ſhould nat. fy 
ceaſe with-thern.  -! _;/ k 
_ + But ma anſwer to this; we.muſt know that Miracles: Een. | 
not of the eſſence of_this holy. Qthce 1.: for, it they had, .ghey. | 
_ have been cſſential. 16 Qther Office which they. did 
ble wag drferded por ago or: aviour- at. His. haptifin, ; and. 16 
yet the Holy: deſeent; never - was \ookt)upan; as 
_ to that SEES When Sc, Peter preacht the ra 


& 
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ſpel to'Cornelins and his Companions, we are told that while 
Peter yet ſpake thoſe words, the Holy Ghuft fell on all them which 
heard the Word, | for they beard them ſpeak-with tongues, and 
mapnifie God; and' yer the Gift of Languages never was ima- 
gin'd'to be of the effence of Preaching. So that we may with 
cqual'reaſon'be ſcandaliz'd at thoſe ewo great Offices, and 

pretend that the internal Gifts of Gods Spirit do not follow 
the petformance of thoſe Duties, becauſe the external ones 
are wholly ceas'd. 

Neither ought this to ſcandalize any, That they do not 
meet with ſenſible alterations, violent motions, ftrong con- 
vulfions and tremblings: for though ſometimes the Spirit up- 
on ſtrong convictions may produce ſuch -effe&s, yet here 


where a due preparation is ſuppos'd, and not a diſpoſſeſling 


of SatarMut ſtrength againſt him! is'wrought, ſuch a violent 
cominotion of the'Spirits cannot be expe@ed; - But the Holy 
Ghoſt comes here in a ſoft voice, works gently and mildly up- 
on the rational and intelleQual parts of man, and by degrees 
moulds and faſhions him into the 'perfet ſtature of the Sons: 
of God. As-we are not ſenſible of our natural/growth, how 
every Uay new'acceſfions' are made co the ſeveral parts of our 
body, and yet that we do grow, our-cnſes do ſufficiently e- 
vince : ſo neither can it reaſonably be expected 'that we 
ſhould underftand the mode of the divine operations, and-che 


way how fuch vital ſtrength and nouriſhment js convey'd to 


our Souls3- althoagh after  comperent- progreſs in the ways: 
of Vertue, we may f(afely conclude that we are: grown in 
Grace 3 The Spirit of God bearing witneſs with'our ſpirit, that 
re are the Sons of God: 

- TV. Behold then the excellency, the uſefulneſs, the neceſ- 


fity' of this great Office, an Office whoſeantiquity bears date' 


with the holy Scriptures whoſe lawfulne(s the:great Exam-- 
ples of our Saviour and: his Apoſtles (mot to ſay any thing 
of-the conſtant and-uninterrupted uſage of it in the Church: 
for many Ages) do vindicate' 3” an whoſe expedience 
andineceſſity-of continuance} the great"/ends and | 
for which it -was-infticuted, viz-the conveying the:manifold 
Gifts of Gods-Spirit, do ſufficiently evince-;/ am Office always 


accounted ſo facred, that our late Vſwrping Prechytere never = 


durſt 
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durſt pretend tothe actual exerciſe of it  an-Office from 
which baptized perſons may expe ſuch great and ug 
ble advantages as far ſurpaſs whatever the - Gift of Ton 
could expreſs, or Miracles declare 3 an Office whoſe g 
fluences nothing, can hinder, but the bars and arent 
that our ſelves do (et ; fivally, an Office which in .no part of 
it lies open to any ſolid ObjeQions even from the worlt of 
Adverſarics. 

To conclude then this our long *and ( as 1 am- afraid ) 
pur Diſcourſe, let all be perſwaded in their ſeveral Spheres 

curtis the honour of es: excellent Work. | P 
maidens, young men and children, of w ASE or qu 

licy Toever, let 'em 4s: .xeady. to, entertain thi Sp 
who is now {a9 it were): Hovering OFer your horde heal 
ling tocome 

And you that intend this'day to ons yp FTP | 
Myſtery, that deſire this holy Comforter to deſcend from! 
ven and take poſſeſſion of your hearts 3 you that can 


long, for the; refreſhing and GE At a $. of | (5d 
Spixit 3. you, who are.now, £0, ngage with | IT 2 
Powers, . with: the: deceithul Ms coal - your .awa 

come hither to * enabled. Work he nd 

off Conquerqurs : © Let me requeſt you £9 gh y to mln LEA: i 


on your thoug A not onely the excellency of this Duty, with 
the gracious effefts thereof 3 but eſpecially that ſolemn pro- 
feſfion that you are here to, make, the Covenant with God 
and his Church that you are about to iznew, the ſirict Obli- 
gations that lie upon you from thence of being pious and de- 
vout, juſt and charitable, meek and tempergte. 

For if you come ptepatd with ſuch g Chriſtian re- 
folutions as theſe, you need fiot queſtion but the Graces of 
- Gods Spirit will by the mediation of this his principal Stew- 
ard, be conveyed unto you 3 for which you have the ſame war- ,, 


rant, as the judicious Hooker obſerves, which the Patriarchs, clef. 
Prophets, Prieſts, Apoſtles, Fathers, and men of God in all Ages lib. s. 


have bad for ſuch their particular Invocations and Benediftions. 
Addreſs your ſelves then to the holy Altar with decency, 
receive the Bleſſing with Faith and Humility, turn not the 
Grace you are this day to _— into wantonneſs , but \ na 
ure 


v-into all prepared hearts, i; 


cit ol. 
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fare it up in an honeſt heart, and let rhe fruits thereof be 
diſcernable in your lives : then will you ſecure to your ſelves 
that ſeven-fold Gift of the Spirit which the Biſhop with the 
Congregation will preſently pray for z The Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Underftanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Ghoſtly ftrength, the 
the Spirit of Knowledge and true Godlineſi, and the Spirit of bis 
boly Fear. _—_ 

And for us of the Clergy, as we have reaſon to glory in 
the number of our Catechumens, and to magnifie the God of 
Heaven for this joyful fruit of our labours : So let us be per- 
fwaded to continue this good Work that is ſo happily be- 

n, and by catechizing and wholJſome inftruQions, are. 
the younger fort ſucceſlively for the like Bleflings. This wit 
engage his Lordſhip to continue his intended kindnefs, in 'co- 
ming as it were to'our doors, though to his great charge, to 
adminiſter this Office 3 and we ſhall all reap this comfort by 
reel the Children that are yet unborn will ftand up and call us 

. , ; 

And _- this holy a may cart defired effet, that 
when the Biſhop lays bis bands pon t they may be filled 
with +be Holy Ghoſt, Let us All ow aſſernbled, at >; Pad ang 
cing of each BenediQion, unanimouſly ſay, 4 ME N. 


FIXNITS. 


